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Weighing and recording pediatric patients in kilograms reduces medication errors

Treating ill and injured pediatric patients can be challenging, in part because medication dosing is weight-
based and requires an accurate weight in kilograms for dosing calculations. Medication errors in the
emergency setting are common and can lead to significant patient harm.! These errors can be caused by
several factors, but weighing and recording a pediatric patient’s weight in kilograms only prevents
medication dosing errors.?

Learn more about pediatric readiness improvement opportunities

In accordance with the Pediatric Readiness in Emergency Departments (ED) »
joint guidelines and studies referenced, the HRSA MCHB3 Federal EMS for Visit peldi—requ)ﬁ;o
Children (EMSC) Program is helping to improve care of pediatric patients and comp’ete 1ne
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to ensure a child’s weight is measured and recorded in kilograms only. Since assess your hospital ED’s
2013, the Program and national partners have led the National Pediatric
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Readiness Project (NPRP); a multi-phase quality improvement (Ql) initiative resources, toolkits, and

based on the joint guidelines (including weighing and recording in kg) to more to improve care for

ensure that all U.S. EDs have the essential guidelines and resources in place children in your ED.
to provide effective emergency care to children.
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